
  
 
 

 

WATCH HILL YACHT CLUB 
WATCH HILL, RHODE ISLAND 

Founded 1913 

 
23RD ANNUAL CLARENCE A. HORTON  

BLOCK ISLAND SOUND RACE 
 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2008 
 

 
 

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. RULES 

1.1. The race will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2005–2008 (RRS) and 
the US Sailing Prescriptions except as modified by these Sailing Instructions. 

1.2. All Class Rules prohibiting or restricting the use of VHF radio is changed to allow 
VHF radios to be on while racing. 

1.3. Rule 61.1 is changed such that a boat intending to protest will hail the Race 
Committee boat immediately after finishing.  

1.4. Rule 62.1 is changed to allow for hailing of OCS boats without redress. 
 

2. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the bulletin board inside the lower deck 

of the Watch Hill Yacht Club.  
 

3. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
3.1. Written changes to the sailing instructions will be posted on the “Regattas” page 

of the Watch Hill Yacht Club website and at the Watch Hill Yacht Club prior to 
1700 hours on Friday, June 27, 2008. 

 
4. CLASSES 

4.1. Handicap Classes will include PHRF- LIS, Non Spinnaker (Cruising Canvas), and 
Multi-Hull.  Yachts will be assigned to classes at the discretion of the Race 
Committee. For notice of class assignments see Changes to Sailing Instructions.  

4.2. Any class with less than three boats for that class will start with another class, 
but will be scored separately.   Race committee will display the proper signal 
flags for the classes starting and will attempt to notify boats on VHF channel 72 
if more than one class is having a start.  (Note:  Any class with less than three 
(3) boats will not qualify for ECSA points per ECSA rules.) 

 
5. CLASS FLAGS 

5.1. Class flags will be alphabetic code flags. 
 

6. SCHEDULE OF RACES 
6.1. The warning signal for the first class will be 1030 hours. 
6.2. The order of start will be based upon the number of the class flag. 
6.3. The warning signal for each succeeding class will be made as soon as 

practicable after the previous starting signal. 
6.4. Each class will have one race. 
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7 RACING AREA 

7.1 The starting area will be Block Island Sound, approximately 0.8 miles bearing 
260 degrees magnetic from RW “L” Mo(A) Whistle at Lord’s Passage. 

 
8.   THE COURSES 

8.1. Courses for the respective classes will be posted on the course board at their 
warning signal. 

8.2. The Race Committee shall designate the course on the course board by posting 
the class letter followed by a series of colored letters indicating the rounding 
marks and the side to which the marks are to be left upon rounding.  Red 
indicates a Port rounding and green a Starboard rounding. Further, they will be 
indicated by “STB” where marks are to be rounded to Starboard and “PORT” 
where marks are to be rounded to Port.  

8.3 The approximate compass bearing from the midpoint of the starting line to the 
mark bounding the end of the first leg of the race will be displayed on the 
course board. 

8.4 The only passage between Fishers Island Sound and Block Island Sound that is 
to be used is Lord’s Passage. 

8.5 Can “7” and N“2L” in Lord’s Passage must be observed on their proper side. 
 
9. MARKS 

9.1. The marks will be government navigational aids and orange tetrahedron 
inflatable marks (Orange Mark) as indicated on the list below:  

 
Mark Location Navigational Aid/Identifier 

 
Y Vicinity of Race Committee Boat Orange Tetrahedron 

B Stonington Approach Gong “G3” 

C Napatree Point Ledge R “6” 

D South of Latimer Reef C “13” 

E Hungry Point N “2E” 

F Eel Grass Ground - Southeast N “16” 

G Eel Grass Ground- Northwest N “18” 

H Ram Island Reef R “20” 

I Intrepid Rock BR C “DIR” 

J Vixen Ledge N “28 VL” 

K Silver Eel Cove R “2” 

L Lord’s Passage RW “L” Mo(A) Whis 

W Windward (if necessary) Orange Tetrahedron 
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X Vicinity of Race Committee Boat 
Near Noyes Rock 

Orange Tetrahedron 
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9.2. The starting mark will be an orange tetrahedron inflatable mark identified as “Y” 
in the table above. 

9.3. The finishing mark will be an orange tetrahedron inflatable mark identified as “X” 
in the table above. 

 
10. CHANGE OF THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE 

10.1. If a new government mark is used, it will be indicated on a white board.  This 
changes Rule 33. 

 
11. TIME LIMITS 
  11.1. The time limit for each class will be three and one-half hours. 
 
12. PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 

12.1. Protest forms will be available from the Watch Hill Yacht Club office or the 
Race Committee boat.  Protests shall be delivered to the yacht club or faxed 
to (401) 596-7320 within the protest time limit. 

12.2. The protest time limit is ninety (90) minutes after the last boat in that class 
finishes. 

12.3. Notices will be posted within thirty (30) minutes of the protest time limit for 
each class to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or 
named as witnesses.  Hearings will be held at the Watch Hill Yacht Club 
approximately fifteen (15) minutes after this. 

 
13.    SAFETY REGULATIONS 

13.1. All boats must check-in by hailing the Race Committee boat prior to the 
warning for their class. 

13.2.  A boat that retires from the race shall notify the Race Committee as soon as 
possible. 

13.3. All yachts shall comply with the 2005-2008 ISAF Offshore Special Regulations, 
Category 5 (See www.ussailing.org/safety/ISAF/cat5.htm) and shall comply 
with their class rules.  

 
14. OFFICIAL BOATS 

14.1. All official boats will be marked by the WHYC Burgee and Race Committee 
flag. 

 
15.      RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

15.1. The Race Committee will monitor channel 16 for safety and channel 72 for       
instruction changes and OCS hails.   

 
16. PRIZES 

16.1. First, second and third place prizes will be awarded for each class racing. 
16.2. The Charles Cottrell Bowl will be given in memory of Commodore and Mrs. 

Arthur M. Cottrell, Jr to the Watch Hill yacht having the best corrected time in 
the Annual Clarence A. Horton Block Island Sound Spinnaker Class (PHRF-
LIS). 

16.3. The Charles Cottrell Bowl will be given in memory of Commodore and Mrs. 
Arthur M. Cottrell, Jr to the Watch Hill yacht having the best corrected time in 
the Annual Clarence A. Horton Block Island Sound Canvas Class (Cruising 
Canvas). 
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16.4. The F.S. Turnbull Bowl will be given in memory of Mr. F.S.Turnbull to the 
Spinnaker Class yacht with the best corrected time in the Horton Block Island 
Sound Race. 

16.5. The winners of this Spinnaker Class race will receive points toward the 
Decibel Bowl, awarded to the yacht scoring the lowest number of points in 
Watch Hill Yacht Club’s three offshore races: the Horton-Block Island Sound 
Race, the Fuller Memorial – Watch Hill Invitational Race, and the Thurber 
Race. 

16.6. The winners of this Canvas Class race will receive points toward the O’Brien 
Memorial Trophy, given in memory of Eugene (Obie) O’Brien, awarded to the 
WHYC Cruising Canvas class yacht scoring the lowest number of points in 
Watch Hill Yacht Club’s three offshore races: the Horton-Block Island Sound 
Race, the Fuller Memorial – Watch Hill Invitational Race, and the Thurber 
Race. 

  
17. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 17.1. For the benefit OF Horton Race Competitors, moorings in Watch Hill Harbor 

will be reserved to facilitate attendance at the Awards Party at Watch Hill 
Yacht Club.  Please contact Darryl Forrester at WHYC to reserve a mooring. 

 
 

David Rathbun      Darryl Forrester, Manager 
Race Committee Chairman    Watch Hill Yacht Club 
Offc: 401-862-1538     (401) 596-4986 
Home: 860-536-0377 
 
Diane Stamm       Cal Buxton, Principal Race Officer 
dstamm@hilltoptech.com     860-460-6772 Cell 
860-903-0216 


